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SUMMARY AND HIGHLIGHTS

In 2025, the deceased organ donor landscape across Australia and New Zealand reflected marked 
diversity, encompassing people of varying ages, ethnic backgrounds, and health histories, all generously 
enabling the possibility of sustained life for transplant recipients facing serious illness. Donor profiles 
frequently included co-morbidities such as diabetes, hypertension, and smoking histories, underscoring 
the diverse clinical presentations accepted for donation. Notably, a prior history of cured cancer or 
current localized tumours does not automatically preclude donation; in 2025, skin and other cancers 
were relevant in approximately 10% of individuals.

The donor evaluation process remains rigorous, 
with a broad range of infections routinely 
tested for. Positive results do not necessarily 
contraindicate donation, with viral infections 
such as hepatitis, CMV, and EBV instead 
influencing organ allocation through nuanced 
considerations of immune compatibility and 
recipient prioritisation.

This chapter also presents information about 
donor pathways, whether donation after 
neurological determination of death (DNDD) 
or donation after circulatory determination 
of death (DCDD), and whether patients 
proceeded to actual donation or were intended 
donors, meaning donation did not ultimately 
eventuate. The most common cause of death 
in both pathways was cerebral hypoxia/
ischaemia, a form of brain injury most often 
resulting from resuscitated cardio-respiratory 
arrest. Although most organ donors died from 

neurological conditions, a small proportion of those 
proceeding to DCDD died from non-neurological 

causes. Approximately half of all actual and intended donors had a cause of death that was reportable 
to the coroner.

A small number of intended donors had an undetermined donation pathway at the time they were 
assessed and deemed unsuitable to donate organs. These cases have been counted as intended 
DCDD. They include brain-injured individuals for whom there was potential for complete loss of brain 
function (brain death), but who were not determined deceased using neurological criteria.

Annual trend data reveal an increasing proportion of donors from older age cohorts, with intended 
donors typically older than actual donors, particularly in Australia. 
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Diverse Donor Profiles

In 2025, deceased organ donors across Australia 
and New Zealand represented a broad range 
of ages, backgrounds, and clinical histories. Co-
morbidities such as diabetes, hypertension, and 
smoking history were commonly reported, and 
around 10% of donors had a history of cancer. 
All donors underwent comprehensive clinical 
and infectious disease assessment, with findings 
informing organ suitability and allocation. 
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DONOR CHARACTERISTICS
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Table 4.1 summarises the characteristics of actual and intended deceased donors in Australia and New 
Zealand in 2025, and compares donors by donation pathway (DNDD and DCDD). Intended donors with an 
undetermined pathway are classified as intended DCDD donors, given there had been no determination 
of death using neurological criteria.
 
The number and proportion of deaths reportable to the coroner are indicated in the table below, with 
these influenced by varying criteria in Australian and New Zealand for reporting deaths to the coroner as 
well as differences in the cause of deaths in these actual and intended donor groups.

Table 4.1.1
Characteristics of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors by Donation Pathway, Australia 2025

AUSTRALIA
Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

DNDD
(n=328)

DCDD
(n=229)

Total
(n=557)

DNDD
(n=54)

DCDD
(n=156)

Total
(n=210)

Age (years)

0–17 14 (4%) 11 (5%) 25 (4%) 1 (2%) 2 (1%) 3 (1%)

18–49 142 (43%) 77 (34%) 219 (39%) 20 (37%) 43 (28%) 63 (30%)

50–59 73 (22%) 48 (21%) 121 (22%) 11 (20%) 36 (23%) 47 (22%)

60–69 69 (21%) 66 (29%) 135 (24%) 13 (24%) 49 (31%) 62 (30%)

70+ 30 (9%) 27 (12%) 57 (10%) 9 (17%) 26 (17%) 35 (17%)

Gender

Female 132 (40%) 83 (36%) 215 (39%) 24 (44%) 56 (36%) 80 (38%)

Male 196 (60%) 146 (64%) 342 (61%) 30 (56%) 100 (64%) 130 (62%)

Cause of Death 

Intracranial Haemorrhage 127 (39%) 55 (24%) 182 (33%) 17 (31%) 33 (21%) 50 (24%)

Traumatic Brain Injury 49 (15%) 42 (18%) 91 (16%) 1 (2%) 19 (12%) 20 (10%)

Cerebral Infarct 11 (3%) 13 (6%) 24 (4%) 7 (13%) 15 (10%) 22 (10%)

Cerebral Hypoxia / Ischaemia 140 (43%) 89 (39%) 229 (41%) 28 (52%) 62 (40%) 90 (43%)

Other Neurological Condition 1 (0%) 6 (3%) 7 (1%) 1 (2%) 10 (6%) 11 (5%)

Non-Neurological Condition 0 (0%) 24 (10%) 24 (4%) 0 (0%) 16 (10%) 16 (8%)

Not Collected* 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 1 (0%)

Coroner Case**

Yes 150 (46%) 118 (52%) 268 (48%) 24 (44%) 98 (63%) 122 (58%)

Height (cm)

<120 6 (2%) 5 (2%) 11 (2%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 1 (0%)

120–149 2 (1%) 6 (3%) 8 (1%) 1 (2%) 1 (1%) 2 (1%)

150–179 246 (75%) 153 (67%) 399 (72%) 42 (78%) 124 (79%) 166 (79%)

≥180 74 (23%) 65 (28%) 139 (25%) 10 (19%) 26 (17%) 36 (17%)

Not Collected 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 4 (3%) 5 (2%)

*Intended donor where cause of death not captured as donation assessment process discontinued prior to death
**Only deaths reportable to the coroner included
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AUSTRALIA
Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

DNDD
(n=328)

DCDD
(n=229)

Total
(n=557)

DNDD
(n=54)

DCDD
(n=156)

Total
(n=210)

Weight (kg)

0–5 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 1 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 1 (0%)

6–10 1 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 1 (0%)

11–20 4 (1%) 3 (1%) 7 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

21–49 5 (2%) 6 (3%) 11 (2%) 0 (0%) 4 (3%) 4 (2%)

50–99 268 (82%) 172 (75%) 440 (79%) 43 (80%) 108 (69%) 151 (72%)

≥100 50 (15%) 47 (21%) 97 (17%) 10 (19%) 40 (26%) 50 (24%)

Not Collected 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 2 (1%) 3 (1%)

BMI (kg/m2)

Underweight (<18.5) 13 (4%) 13 (6%) 26 (5%) 0 (0%) 5 (3%) 5 (2%)

Normal (18.5–<25) 102 (31%) 71 (31%) 173 (31%) 18 (33%) 41 (26%) 59 (28%)

Overweight (25–<30) 125 (38%) 78 (34%) 203 (36%) 18 (33%) 49 (31%) 67 (32%)

Obese (≥30) 88 (27%) 67 (29%) 155 (28%) 17 (31%) 57 (37%) 74 (35%)

Not Collected 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 4 (3%) 5 (2%)

Blood Group

A 121 (37%) 90 (39%) 211 (38%) 16 (30%) 51 (33%) 67 (32%)

AB 18 (5%) 9 (4%) 27 (5%) 5 (9%) 3 (2%) 8 (4%)

B 28 (9%) 30 (13%) 58 (10%) 3 (6%) 9 (6%) 12 (6%)

O 161 (49%) 100 (44%) 261 (47%) 11 (20%) 61 (39%) 72 (34%)

Not Collected 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 19 (35%) 32 (21%) 51 (24%)

BMI = body mass index

Table 4.1.1... con’t. 
Characteristics of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors by Donation Pathway, Australia 2025
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NEW ZEALAND
Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

DNDD
(n=45)

DCDD
(n=15)

Total
(n=60)

DNDD
(n=6)

DCDD
(n=5)

Total
(n=11)

Age (years)

0–17 2 (4%) 0 (0%) 2 (3%) 1 (17%) 0 (0%) 1 (9%)

18–49 17 (38%) 10 (67%) 27 (45%) 1 (17%) 2 (40%) 3 (27%)

50–59 9 (20%) 2 (13%) 11 (18%) 2 (33%) 0 (0%) 2 (18%)

60–69 11 (24%) 2 (13%) 13 (22%) 1 (17%) 1 (20%) 2 (18%)

70+ 6 (13%) 1 (7%) 7 (12%) 1 (17%) 2 (40%) 3 (27%)

Gender

Female 24 (53%) 4 (27%) 28 (47%) 4 (67%) 3 (60%) 7 (64%)

Male 21 (47%) 11 (73%) 32 (53%) 2 (33%) 2 (40%) 4 (36%)

Cause of Death 

Intracranial Haemorrhage 20 (44%) 1 (7%) 21 (35%) 2 (33%) 1 (20%) 3 (27%)

Traumatic Brain Injury 6 (13%) 3 (20%) 9 (15%) 1 (17%) 2 (40%) 3 (27%)

Cerebral Infarct 4 (9%) 2 (13%) 6 (10%) 1 (17%) 0 (0%) 1 (9%)

Cerebral Hypoxia / Ischaemia 11 (24%) 7 (47%) 18 (30%) 2 (33%) 2 (40%) 4 (36%)

Other Neurological Condition 4 (9%) 0 (0%) 4 (7%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Non-Neurological Condition 0 (0%) 2 (13%) 2 (3%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Coroner Case*

Yes 35 (78%) 8 (53%) 43 (72%) 2 (33%) 3 (60%) 5 (45%)

Height (cm)

150–179 37 (82%) 12 (80%) 49 (82%) 5 (83%) 5 (100%) 10 (91%)

≥180 8 (18%) 3 (20%) 11 (18%) 1 (17%) 0 (0%) 1 (9%)

Weight (kg)

50–99 39 (87%) 10 (67%) 49 (82%) 6 (100%) 4 (80%) 10 (91%)

≥100 6 (13%) 5 (33%) 11 (18%) 0 (0%) 1 (20%) 1 (9%)

BMI (kg/m2)

Normal (18.5–<25) 22 (49%) 4 (27%) 26 (43%) 3 (50%) 3 (60%) 6 (55%)

Overweight (25–<30) 11 (24%) 6 (40%) 17 (28%) 2 (33%) 0 (0%) 2 (18%)

Obese (≥30) 12 (27%) 5 (33%) 17 (28%) 1 (17%) 2 (40%) 3 (27%)

Blood Group

A 11 (24%) 4 (27%) 15 (25%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

AB 2 (4%) 0 (0%) 2 (3%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

B 10 (22%) 3 (20%) 13 (22%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

O 17 (38%) 5 (33%) 22 (37%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Not Collected 5 (11%) 3 (20%) 8 (13%) 6 (100%) 5 (100%) 11 (100%)

Table 4.1.2
Characteristics of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors by Donation Pathway, New Zealand 2025

*Only deaths reportable to the coroner included
BMI = Body Mass Index
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Figure 4.1 shows the trends in actual deceased donor age categories over time for Australia and New 
Zealand.

Figure 4.1.1
Actual Deceased Donors by Age Category, Australia 2006–2025
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Figure 4.1.2
Actual Deceased Donors by Age Category, New Zealand 2006–2025
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Figure 4.2 shows the trends in actual and intended deceased donor mean age over time for Australia and 
New Zealand.

Figure 4.2.1
Actual and Intended Deceased Donor Mean Age, Australia 2006-2025
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Figure 4.2.2
Actual and Intended Deceased Donor Mean Age, New Zealand 2006-2025
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Intended donors are only shown from 2018 
onwards as numbers were insufficient for 
reporting prior to this.
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DECEASED ORGAN DONOR 
ETHNICITY
Table 4.2 summarises the ethnicity of actual deceased donors in Australia and New Zealand for 2025.

Table 4.2.1
Ethnicity of Actual Deceased Donors, Australia 2025

Donor Ethnicity* DNDD DCDD Total

Oceanian - Non Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 230 (70%) 180 (79%) 410 (74%)

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 15 (5%) 9 (4%) 24 (4%)

North-West European 20 (6%) 15 (7%) 35 (6%)

Southern and Eastern European 4 (1%) 4 (2%) 8 (1%)

South-East Asian 20 (6%) 6 (3%) 26 (5%)

North-East Asian 9 (3%) 0 (0%) 9 (2%)

Southern and Central Asian 19 (6%) 13 (6%) 32 (6%)

Peoples of the Americas 5 (2%) 2 (1%) 7 (1%)

Sub-Saharan African 6 (2%) 0 (0%) 6 (1%)

Total 328 229 557

Table 4.2.2
Ethnicity of Actual Deceased Donors, New Zealand 2025

Donor Ethnicity* DNDD DCDD Total

European 32 (71%) 11 (73%) 43 (72%)

Māori 1 (2%) 0 (0%) 1 (2%)

Pacific Peoples 2 (4%) 1 (7%) 3 (5%)

Asian 9 (20%) 2 (13%) 11 (18%)

Middle Eastern/Latin American/African 1 (2%) 1 (7%) 2 (3%)

Total 45 15 60

*Ethnicity categories for Australia are based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics ethnicity classifications (1249.0 Australian Standard Classification of Cultural 
and Ethnic Groups, 2025).

*Ethnicity categories for New Zealand are based on the Stats NZ ethnicity classifications (Ethnicity New Zealand Standard Classification 2005).
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DONOR PRE-EXISTING 
COMORBIDITIES
Table 4.3 summarises the comorbidities of actual and intended deceased donors by donation pathway 
for Australia and New Zealand in 2025.
 
For Australia, cancer diagnoses are classified by cancer type, whereas in New Zealand, cancer is reported 
as a single aggregated category and is not disaggregated by type.

Table 4.3.1
Comorbid Medical Conditions of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors by Donation Pathway, 
Australia 2025

Medical Conditions
Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

DNDD
(n=328)

DCDD
(n=229)

Total
(n=557)

DNDD
(n=54)

DCDD
(n=156)

Total
(n=210)

Hypertension 114 (35%) 73 (32%) 187 (34%) 26 (48%) 75 (48%) 101 (48%)

Diabetes 35 (11%) 25 (11%) 60 (11%) 19 (35%) 35 (22%) 54 (26%)

Smoking - Current/Former 201 (62%) 140 (61%) 341 (62%) 31 (57%) 99 (64%) 130 (63%)

Cancer (total) 35 (11%) 25 (11%) 60 (11%) 4 (7%) 23 (15%) 27 (13%)

Cancer by type

  Skin Only 15 (5%) 15 (7%) 30 (5%) 1 (2%) 10 (6%) 11 (5%)

  Skin & Non-skin 4 (1%) 2 (1%) 6 (1%) 1 (2%) 1 (1%) 2 (1%)

  Non-skin Only 16 (5%) 8 (3%) 24 (4%) 2 (4%) 12 (8%) 14 (7%)

Table 4.3.2
Comorbid Medical Conditions of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors by Donation Pathway, New 
Zealand 2025

Medical Conditions
Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

DNDD
(n=45)

DCDD
(n=15)

Total
(n=60)

DNDD
(n=6)

DCDD
(n=5)

Total
(n=11)

Hypertension 20 (44%) 7 (47%) 27 (45%) 2 (33%) 0 (0%) 2 (18%)

Diabetes 3 (7%) 4 (27%) 7 (12%) 1 (17%) 0 (0%) 1 (9%)

Smoking - Current/Former 20 (44%) 9 (60%) 29 (48%) 2 (33%) 2 (40%) 4 (36%)

Cancer (total)* 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (20%) 1 (20%) 2 (20%)

*Data are reported for cancer overall and are not specified by cancer type.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE SCREENING

Table 4.4 presents the infectious disease status of actual and intended deceased donors in Australia and 
New Zealand for 2025.
 
Among intended donors, there are several reasons why infectious disease testing may not be performed, 
including instances where testing was not commenced or was discontinued if the donation did not 
proceed.  A small number of test results were recorded as unknown, indeterminate, or pending; these 
have been excluded from the data reported below.

Table 4.4.1
Infectious Disease Status of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors, Australia 2025

Infectious 
Diseases

Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

Positive Negative Not done Total Positive Negative Not done Total

Anti-HBcAb1 29 (5%) 516 (93%) 12 (2%) 557 19 (9%) 153 (73%) 38 (18%) 210

HBsAg2 3 (1%) 549 (99%) 5 (1%) 557 1 (0%) 178 (85%) 31 (15%) 210

HBsAb3 244 (44%) 313 (56%) 0 (0%) 557 52 (25%) 127 (60%) 31 (15%) 210

HBcAb IgM⁴ 0 (0%) 28 (5%) 528 (95%) 556 1 (0%) 6 (3%) 203 (97%) 210

HBV NAT⁵ 3 (1%) 552 (99%) 2 (0%) 557 3 (1%) 164 (78%) 43 (20%) 210

Anti-HCV⁶ 40 (7%) 514 (92%) 3 (1%) 557 19 (9%) 160 (76%) 31 (15%) 210

HCV NAT⁷ 7 (1%) 548 (98%) 2 (0%) 557 6 (3%) 161 (77%) 43 (20%) 210

Anti-HIV I/II⁸ 0 (0%) 557 (100%) 0 (0%) 557 1 (0%) 179 (85%) 30 (14%) 210

HIV NAT⁹ 0 (0%) 555 (100%) 2 (0%) 557 1 (0%) 166 (79%) 43 (20%) 210

EBV IgM¹⁰ 6 (1%) 172 (31%) 371 (68%) 549 2 (1%) 40 (19%) 166 (80%) 208

EBV IgG¹¹ 521 (94%) 31 (6%) 3 (1%) 555 168 (80%) 8 (4%) 33 (16%) 209

EBNA¹² 288 (53%) 24 (4%) 233 (43%) 545 94 (46%) 13 (6%) 98 (48%) 205

CMV IgM¹³ 7 (1%) 177 (32%) 371 (67%) 555 4 (2%) 40 (19%) 166 (79%) 210

CMV IgG¹⁴ 373 (67%) 183 (33%) 0 (0%) 556 115 (55%) 64 (31%) 30 (14%) 209

Anti-HTLV I/II¹⁵ 2 (0%) 554 (100%) 0 (0%) 556 2 (1%) 177 (84%) 31 (15%) 210

WNV¹⁶ 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 555 (100%) 556 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 209 (100%) 210

Chagas¹⁷ 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 555 (100%) 556 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 210 (100%) 210

Toxo Ab IgG¹⁸ 99 (18%) 445 (82%) 0 (0%) 544 36 (17%) 139 (67%) 31 (15%) 206

Toxo Ab IgM¹⁹ 4 (1%) 447 (80%) 106 (19%) 557 1 (0%) 140 (67%) 68 (33%) 209

Syphilis²⁰ 5 (1%) 548 (98%) 4 (1%) 557 4 (2%) 172 (82%) 33 (16%) 209

Strongyloides²¹ 20 (4%) 526 (96%) 1 (0%) 547 6 (3%) 159 (77%) 41 (20%) 206

¹ Hepatitis B core antibody
² Hepatitis B surface antigen
³ Hepatitis B surface antibody
⁴ Hepatitis B core IgM antibody
⁵ Hepatitis B virus nucleic acid
⁶ Hepatitis C virus antibody
⁷ Hepatitis C virus nucleic acid
⁸ Human immunodeficiency virus type 1 and 2 antibodies
⁹ Human immunodeficiency virus nucleic acid

¹⁰ Epstein–Barr virus IgM antibody
¹¹ Epstein–Barr virus IgG antibody
¹² Epstein–Barr nuclear antigen antibody
¹³ Cytomegalovirus IgM antibody
¹⁴ Cytomegalovirus IgG antibody
¹⁵ Human T-lymphotropic virus type I and II antibodies
¹⁶ West Nile virus
¹⁷ Chagas disease (Trypanosoma cruzi)
¹⁸ Toxoplasma gondii IgG antibody

¹⁹ Toxoplasma gondii IgM antibody
²⁰ Treponema pallidum
²¹ Strongyloides stercoralis
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Table 4.4.2
Infectious Disease Status of Actual and Intended Deceased Donors, New Zealand 2025

Infectious 
diseases

Actual Deceased Donors Intended Deceased Donors

Positive Negative Not done Total Positive Negative Not done Total

Anti-HBcAb1 7 (12%) 53 (88%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

HBsAg2 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

HBsAb3 22 (37%) 38 (63%) 0 (0%) 60 3 (27%) 8 (73%) 0 (0%) 11

HBcAb IgM⁴ 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 59 (98%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

HBV NAT⁵ 1 (2%) 58 (97%) 1 (2%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

Anti-HCV⁶ 3 (5%) 57 (95%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

HCV NAT⁷ 2 (3%) 58 (97%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

Anti-HIV I/II⁸ 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

HIV NAT⁹ 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

EBV IgM¹⁰ 0 (0%) 3 (5%) 57 (95%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

EBV IgG¹¹ 2 (3%) 2 (3%) 56 (93%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

EBNA¹² 53 (88%) 4 (7%) 3 (5%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

CMV IgM¹³ 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 60 0 (0%) 1 (9%) 10 (91%) 11

CMV IgG¹⁴ 38 (63%) 22 (37%) 0 (0%) 60 6 (55%) 5 (45%) 0 (0%) 11

Anti-HTLV I/II¹⁵ 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

WNV¹⁶ 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 60 (100%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

Chagas¹⁷ 0 (0%) 1 (2%) 59 (98%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

Toxo Ab IgG¹⁸ 10 (17%) 20 (33%) 30 (50%) 60 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

Toxo Ab IgM¹⁹ 0 (0%) 29 (49%) 30 (51%) 59 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

Syphilis²⁰ 1 (2%) 59 (98%) 0 (0%) 60 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 0 (0%) 11

Strongyloides²¹ 6 (10%) 50 (85%) 3 (5%) 59 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 11 (100%) 11

¹ Hepatitis B core antibody
² Hepatitis B surface antigen
³ Hepatitis B surface antibody
⁴ Hepatitis B core IgM antibody
⁵ Hepatitis B virus nucleic acid
⁶ Hepatitis C virus antibody
⁷ Hepatitis C virus nucleic acid
⁸ Human immunodeficiency virus type 1 and 2 antibodies
⁹ Human immunodeficiency virus nucleic acid
¹⁰ Epstein–Barr virus IgM antibody
¹¹ Epstein–Barr virus IgG antibody
¹² Epstein–Barr nuclear antigen antibody
¹³ Cytomegalovirus IgM antibody
¹⁴ Cytomegalovirus IgG antibody
¹⁵ Human T-lymphotropic virus type I and II antibodies
¹⁶ West Nile virus
¹⁷ Chagas disease (Trypanosoma cruzi)
¹⁸ Toxoplasma gondii IgG antibody
¹⁹ Toxoplasma gondii IgM antibody
²⁰ Treponema pallidum
²¹ Strongyloides stercoralis



DECEASED ORGAN DONATION 
LOCATION
The number of deceased donors reported is based on the State/Territory/Country in which the donor died. 
Appendix 1 shows a more detailed breakdown of the number of donors by retrieval hospital.
 
Table 4.5 details the number and proportion of donors in Australia for 2025 by the remoteness category 
of their postcode of residence and donation pathway. ‘Overseas’ refers to donors who usually reside 
outside of Australia. The ABS standardised remoteness structure, known as the Accessibility/Remoteness 
Index of Australia (ARIA), is used. Postcode was allocated to remoteness area based on the population 
weighted correspondence ‘2022 Postcode to 2021 Remoteness Area’. This is from Australian Statistical 
Geography Standard (ASGS) Edition 3 - Remoteness Structure, July 2021.

Table 4.5
Location of Postcodes in Australia of Actual Deceased Organ Donors by Donation Pathway 2025

Remoteness Area of Postcode DNDD DCDD Total

Major Cities 231 (70%) 142 (62%) 373 (67%)

Inner Regional 65 (20%) 65 (28%) 130 (23%)

Outer Regional 24 (7%) 18 (8%) 42 (8%)

Remote 2 (1%) 1 (<1%) 3 (1%)

Very Remote 1 (<1%) 0 (0%) 1 (<1%)

Overseas 5 (2%) 3 (1%) 8 (1%)

Total 328 229 557

Table 4.6 details the number and proportion of donors in Australia for 2021–2025 by the remoteness 
category of their postcode of residence and jurisdiction.

Table 4.6
Location of Postcodes in Australia of Actual Deceased Organ Donors by Jurisdiction 2021–2025

Remoteness Area 
of Postcode

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT AUS

Major Cities 512 
(77%)

492 
(69%)

263 
(56%)

156 
(72%)

177 
(76%)

2 
(2%)

1 
(7%)

33 (63%) 1,636 
(67%)

Inner Regional 134 
(20%)

178 
(25%)

111 
(24%)

22 (10%) 24 (10%) 60 (65%) 0 
(0%)

14 (27%) 543 
(22%)

Outer Regional 14 
(2%)

30 
(4%)

83 (18%) 34 (16%) 16 
(7%)

28 (30%) 11 (73%) 4 
(8%)

220 (9%)

Remote 3 
(<1%)

1
(<1%)

5 
(1%)

2
(1%)

8 
(3%)

2 
(2%)

2 
(13%)

0 
(0%)

23 
(1%)

Very Remote 0 
(0%)

0 
(0%)

3
(1%)

0
(0%)

6 
(3%)

1
(1%)

1 
(7%)

0 
(0%)

11 (<1%)

Overseas 2 
(<1%)

10 
(1%)

4 
(1%)

2 
(1%)

2 
(1%)

0 
(0%)

0 
(0%)

1 
(2%)

21 
(1%)

Total 665 711 469 216 233 93 15 52 2,454
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