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INTRODUCTION

The Twelfth Report from the Australia and New Zealand
Dianlysis Transplant Registry is again testimony tlo the
committment and skills of Alex Disnev ably supported by Lee
Excell. The discerning reader will notice we have moved into a
somewhat more sophisticated styvle of desk top publishing with
our own graphics package, printer/ploetter and laser printers.
As a result the quality of production has improved, We
continue however, teo prefer to spend our precious doellars on
increased content and to produce the analyses promptly rather
Lthan pay attention to style and gloss. This Report contains a
wealth of information mainly drawn from the survey period
ending 31lst. October, 1988 and appearing only seven months
later,

ANZDATA has accepted an invitation from the Transplanl Co-
ordinators to house a donor data base for all organ donoers.
This will be run separatelv from the kidney data base bub will,
through its existence, allow for morse sophisticated output on
kidnev donors than has previously been possible, This exciting
new venture will significantly contribute to the analysis of
donatieon rates and the appropriate utilisation of organs
throughout Australia.

The critical issue ab the Lime of writing 1is that of
adequate funding for the Registry. Funding for the lasbt three
vears {(up to Decewmber, 19139) has come in approximately equal
amounts from the Australian Kidney Foundation and the NHMRC,
We have applied again for a Lthree year grant in aid from the
NHMRC and hold high hope of continued funding. However,
additional funds are needed if we .are to cope with the
increasing size and complexity of the data base and to further

extend the analyses . undertaken, It seems unreasonable to
expect the AKF to divert more of its research dollars to this
cause. in recognition of the enormous contribution the

Registry has made to Health Planning, a submission has been
made to the Commonwealth Government for additional ¥Funds.

We have been blessed through the vears with a remarkable
stability in staffing and this happy state conlinues. Nichola
Amiss, {a part time compuler programmer) has been Joined by
Leigh Roeger fpart time programmer) to assist in computing
aspects, Lee Excell has been with us from the start and has
been supported for the luasl twelve months by Irene Armstrong on
a part time bhasis. I have often described the Hegistry
operation as being "on a shoe skring” — as our staff pumbers
increase and our space allocation by The Queen Elizabeth
lospital remains static, vperhaps a shoe box wounld be a more apt
description. ’

ANZDATA Regisbtrv is the responsibility ol the Resgislry Sub-
Committee or the Joint Dialysis and Transplant Committee of the
AKF and lhe Australasian Societvy of Nephrolody. The annual
meeting of the committee will be in Svdnev in July at whtich
time constructive criticism and new ideas will be welcome from
all contributors, .

Thi=s Report is postoed to a large mailing tist throushout
Australia, New Zealand and overseas. Should vou know of anveone
who wishes to join the mailing list, please let us hknow.

TIMOTHY H. MATHEW
CHATRMAN —~ ANZDATA REGISTRY
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